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Courses and lectures will be held online over Zoom. 
For information about Online Learning please see page 16 

“If you have knowledge, let others light their candles in it.”
–Margaret Fuller
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Let’s G.O.Let’s G.O.
(Get Outside)(Get Outside)

 

Spring in Your Step 
Join Professor Eder for a morning walk at the 
Lafayette Reservoir. Together we will discover the 
seasonal landscape changes, get to know the na-
tive plant and animal life, as well as see the impact 
of drought and management practices on the local 
environment.*  

Wild Food Walk: Identifying Edible and 
Medicinal Plants
Join OLLI and expert forager Kevin Feinstein for 
an edible excursion. Discover the most common 
wild foods, medicinal plants, and edible flowers 
native to our area. Learn about the wild foods you 
see on local restaurant menus — everything from 
miner’s lettuce to wild radish flowers.* 

Tilden Park Native Plant Garden
Tilden Park’s native plant garden was established 
in 1940 and features examples from the High Sier-
ra, Coastal Ranges, California’s northern temper-
ate rainforest, and southern deserts. OLLI and Dr. 
Woodard offer you a guided tour of this treasure. 
Fresh air, easy walking paths, and nature’s won-
ders: what’s not to like?*

* See page 17 for details.
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New to Zoom?  Visit the Online Learning                          
section of our website for “How To” videos.

Dear OLLI Members and Friends,

For several months our Chairman has 
been indicating our course fees would be 
increasing.  
This increase goes into effect for our 
Spring Summer term and is necessary 
for us to sustain the high caliber of in-
structors we are able to secure, to con-
tinually improve the quality of our content 
and course offerings, and to maintain a 
vibrant learning community.

OLLI membership fees will not increase.  

We appreciate your support and look 
forward to your continued participation in 
OLLI at Cal State East Bay.

The OLLI Advisory Board

Even though we are all apart 
OLLI keeps us together.

Our Mission

Providing a learning environment for 
mature learners which fosters creativity,
self-discovery and peer education.
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Day At A Glance Lectures & Courses Location Weeks Start Date/Time Page

MON

Photography as Art Live, Online 5 5/17 10:30 am 5
Rediscovering SFMOMA: Art in Your Backyard (MSC) Live, Online 1 05/17 1:30 pm 13
Master Storytellers: Wisdom Stories of World Tradi-
tions Live, Online 5 05/24 1:30 pm 6

Multitudes: Writing in the Technique of  “Persona” Live, Online 5 06/14 10:30 am 7
Star-studded MGM Musicals of the 1940’s (MSC) Live, Online 1 06/21 1:30 pm 13
The Great American Western and the Meaning of Life Live, Online 5 07/12 1:30 pm 8
Origins of American Musical Theater  (MSC) Recording 1 07/19 1:30 pm 13
Rock’s Storytellers: Singers & Songwriters of the 
1970’s Live, Online 5 8/02 10:30 am 9 & 15

Lady Laureates: Female Nobel Prize Winners for 
Literature Live, Online 4 08/09 1:30 pm 11

History and Science of Sexual Justice (MSC) Recording 1 08/16 1:30 pm 13

TUE

Birth of the Blues (LP) Recording 1 05/18 2:00 pm 12
Coffee and Colonialism Live, Online 5 05/18 1:30 pm 6 & 15
Elevating & Expanding Personal Racial Conscious-
ness Live, Online 4 06/01 10:30 am 6

The Origins of American Musical Theater (LP) Recording 1 06/15 2:00 pm 12
The Short Story Live, Online 5 06/29 10:30 am 8
U.S.Foreign Policy & Misuse of the Military Squan-
dered a Legacy of the Greatest Generation (1 of 2) Live, Online 4 07/06 1:30 pm 8

Jewish Populations of the Asian Continent Live, Online 5 07/20 10:30 am 9
Writing Critique (All Forms) Live, Online 5 08/03 10:30 am 10
U.S. Foreign Policy & Misuse of the Military Squan-
dered a Legacy of the Greatest Generation (2 of 2) Live, Online 4 08/03 1:30 pm 10

WED

Kissing a Bride Through a Veil: Poetry in Translation Live, Online 6 05/12 10:30 am 5
Electoral Bait & Switch: How the Electoral College 
Hurts American Voters Live, Online 1 05/12 2:00 pm 4

The Ideals of Olympism & the Reality of the Games: 
Exploration of the History of the Olympics Live, Online 5 06/02 1:30 pm 6

Deep Blue: Diving, the Oceans, and Citizen Science Live, Online 1 06/09 2:00 pm 4
America’s Gilded Age: An Era of Contradictions Live, Online 5 06/16 10:30 am 7 & 15
Strengthen Your Immune System Through Nutrition Live, Online 1 07/14 2:00 pm 4
Enslaved People and the American North Live, Online 2 07/21 10:30 am 9
Art in Your Backyard:  Rediscovering SFMOMA Live, Online 3 08/11 10:30 am 11
The Nine Lives of Benjamin Franklin Live, Online 1 08/11 1:00 pm* 4

THU

Wanderlust: The Best Travel Writing of Don George Live, Online 5 05/13 10:30 am 5
Adam’s Tongue: How Human Language Evolved Live, Online 5 05/13 1:30 pm 5
Literary Scamps and Rogues Live, Online 5 06/17 10:30 am 7
American Musical Theater: From Origins to Okla-
homa! (Part 1) Live, Online 5 06/17 1:30 pm 7

Ordinary Lives of the Revolutionary War Live, Online 5 07/29 10:30 am 9 & 15
Great Deliberations Live, Online 6 06/03 4:00 pm 16

FRI
Spring in Your Step at the Lafayette Reservoir Lafayette 1 05/28 10:30 am 17

Wild Food Walk Identifying Edible & Medicinal Plants Walnut Creek 1 06/18 10:00 am 17

Tilden Park Native Plant Garden Berkeley 1 07/23 10:00 am 17

SAT The Outliers and the Outrageous 4 Part Series (SRC) Live, Online
1
1
1
1

05/08               10:30 am
06/12               10:30 am
07/10               10:30 am 
08/14               10:30 am

14
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Electoral Bait & Switch: 
How the Electoral College Hurts Ameri-
can Voters 
Wednesday, May 12th                            2:00 – 3:30 
Bill Petrocelli JD, UCB, former California Deputy Attor-
ney General, co-owner Book Passage
Free for OLLI members / $10 for non-members

“One person, one vote”, or is it?  Come along with OLLI 
and Mr. Petrocelli to discover how the Electoral College 
has devolved from what the framers of the Constitution 
thought might result in fair and democratic elections 
of American Presidents into a system guaranteed to 
distort the results of the popular vote for that high office.  
It’s a change that would appall them, and certainly ap-
palls many of us.  The winner-take-all method of casting 
the electoral votes of states, for example, now makes 
it more important where you vote than how and opens 
the door to outside interference in the election process.  
Join us, fellow citizens, for a critical look at a system of 
selecting Presidents in dire need of change.  

Deep Blue: Stories About Diving, the 
Oceans, and Citizen Science
Wednesday, June 9th                               2:00 – 3:30 
Steve Peletz, MBA, UCB, photojournalist, scientific 
research diver, underwater photographer 
Free for OLLI members / $10 for non-members

Celebrate World Oceans Day.
Take a deep dive with Steve Peletz on a photographic 
journey into oceanic exploration and ocean conserva-
tion.  He is one of a growing number of citizen scientists 
committed to research into the world’s ecosystems and 
their preservation.  He’ll take you, via his camera, deep 
into the Pacific off Mexico, Costa Rica, and Ecuador to 
experience tagging tiger sharks with acoustic tracking 
devices, an effort to understand the role sharks play as 
top predators in Pacific marine communities.  He’ll also 
lead you into other depths: the politics involved when 
efforts are made to expand protected areas for marine 
life and prevent overfishing.  Going to sea (or getting 
into one) is always an adventure.  We think you’ll find 
this trip particularly informative and inspiring.

Strengthen Your Immune System 
Through Nutrition
Wednesday, July 14th                           2:00 – 3:30 
Angela Stanford, MBA, USF, Registered Dietitian, 
owner of Vital Nutrition & Wellness 
Free for OLLI members / $10 for non-members
What we put on the end of our fork can be powerful 
medicine to guard our bodies against viruses and the 
negative effects of stress on the immune system.  Ms. 
Stanford brings us her interactive and thought provok-
ing lecture. She will share strategies based on solid nu-
tritional information, so we understand how to support 
our body’s ability to ward off illness and promote faster 
recovery from viruses like the common cold and the 
coronavirus.  Learn how to eat foods that support the 
immune system, and discuss whether the supplements 
you are taking are effective. Leave with an understand-
ing of the importance of these lifestyle habits, including 
sleep and stress, and explore recipes to incorporate 
immune enhancing foods into your daily routine. This 
lecture may be as valuable as a shot in the arm! 

The Nine Lives of Benjamin Franklin
Wednesday, Aug. 11th                          1:00 – 2:30* 

* Please note the time change 
Richard Bell, PhD,  Harvard University, BA, University 
of Cambridge
Free for OLLI members / $10 for non-members

Franklin’s genius is a puzzle. Born the tenth and 
youngest son of a decidedly humble family of Puritan 
candle-makers in Boston in 1706, Franklin’s rise to the 
front ranks of science, engineering, and invention was 
as unexpected as it was meteoric. Here is a man with 
only two years of proper schooling who later received 
honorary degrees from Harvard, Yale, Oxford, and St. 
Andrews as well as the eighteenth-century equivalent of 
a Nobel Prize for Physics. Like his hero, Isaac Newton, 
Franklin’s great genius lay in optimizing, in tinkering, in 
improving, and in never being satisfied with the world 
as he knew it. Franklin’s experimenter’s instinct, and his 
relentless drive to build a better world one small piece 
at a time will be considered. Hardly the tortured genius, 
Franklin took a schoolboy’s pleasure in everything he 
made. Experimenting was a constant source of beauty, 
pleasure, and amusement for him, even when things 
went wrong (which they did all the time).  Professor Bell 
and OLLI welcome you to this genius of a lecture.

4
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COURSES

Kissing a Bride Through a Veil: Reading 
Poetry in Translation 
Wed. May 12, 19, 26, June 2, 9 & 16th     10:30 – 12:30
Jannie M. Dresser, MFA, English and creative writing, 
Mills College
$85 for OLLI members/ $127 for non-members

The great Israeli poet Yehudi Amicai once suggested 
that “to read a poem in translation is like kissing a bride 
through a veil.”  So, for many of us, access to world 
poetry depends on a translator’s understanding of how 
veils work in two or more languages.  Ms. Dresser will 
guide us through reading and listening to 19th and 
20th century poems from around the world in differing 
translations.  She’s aiming for two goals: allowing us to 
enjoy a wide range of literary voices, and sharpening 
our appreciation of the translator’s art.  She’ll also en-
courage students who speak other languages to share 
their knowledge of poets from their own cultural back-
grounds.  It’s time to get past the veil with OLLI and Ms. 
Dresser. 

Wanderlust: The Best Travel Writing of 
Don George
Thur. May 13, 20, 27, June 3 &10        10:30 – 12:30
Don George, AB, English, Princeton University; MA, 
Creative Writing and Contemporary Lit. Holins College 
$70 for OLLI members/ $105 for non-members

Make your reservation to join OLLI and Mr. George 
for Wanderlust, a course that offers a tour around the 
world based on Mr. George’s travels and stories af-
ter 40 years as a professional travel writer and editor.  
He’ll share with you his joys of discovering previously 
unknown places, cultures, and peoples and share the 
difficulties of trying to communicate such adventures 
in words strong enough to bring them to life for others.  
He’ll also help rekindle your own wanderlust, especially 
after Covid confinements, and gain an understanding of 
the challenges of travel writing.  Here’s the inspiration 
you need to get back on the road and to tell your own 
travel stories.  It’s a trip not to be postponed!

Adam’s Tongue: How Human Language 
Evolved
Thur. May 13, 20, 27 June 3 & 10        1:30 – 3:30
Asya Pereltsvaig, PhD, McGill University, BA, Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem. Stanford University, Depart-
ment of Linguistics 
$70 for OLLI members/ $105 for non-members

Language is what differentiates humans from other 
species.  At its core, it’s an abstract, rule-based sym-
bol system used to communicate needs, wants, and 
most importantly, ideas.  But it does more.  It connects 
us to each other in subtle ways and underlies all our 
interactions.  It even influences our thinking when we 
are not communicating.  OLLI invites you to hear Dr. 
Pereltsvaig’s explanation of how this remarkable sys-
tem evolved, setting our species on the course of its 
300,000 year or so history, and how that history differs 
from those of other species. Take a plunge into the 
world of words, discover the complexity of how they 
came to be, and how language connects to each other.

Photography as Art
Mon. May 17, 24*, June 7, 14 & 21       10:30 – 12:30

(*Note – no class scheduled on May 31st) 
Charlie Goldberg, docent, SF MOMA & Museum of the 
African Diaspora (MOAD)
$70 for OLLI members/ $105 for non-members
From the very start, photographers began to turn a new 
technology into an art form. Mr. Goldberg, a discerning 
student of this transformational process, will show you 
how it played out.  He’s particularly interested in helping 
us explore the decisions photographers make as they 
practice their craft, with close looks at some of the great 
works that resulted from inspired choices of subject, 
angles of vision, and other subtle aspects of the craft.  
No experience in photography is required or expected 
if you sign up for the course, and you need never point 
a camera in the future.  But let OLLI and Mr. Goldberg 
hone your appreciation for the art a technology can 
produce in the hands of creative genius.
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               COURSES

Coffee and Colonialism
Tue. May 18, 25, June 1, 8, &15        1:30 – 3:30
Nora Burkey, MA, Sustainable Development 
School for International Training. Founder and 
Executive Director of the Chain Collective
$70 for OLLI members/ $105 for non-members

Our dark roast has a dark history, rooted in colo-
nialism, exploitation, and greed.  Ms. Burkey will 
trace this problematic past with attention to how it 
differed for people living in Africa, Latin America, 
the Caribbean, and the United States.  Some 
aspects of that dark history are still present in the 
global coffee industry but change is possible and, 
in places, already afoot.  Another focus of the 
course will be on shifting the persistence of “top-
down” development of the industry since WWII 
to, for example, community-led operations.  Ms. 
Burkey will also show us how coffee consumers 
can help support efforts to reduce the systemic 
racism and unnecessary environmental damage 
that still prevails in the industry.  Join her and 
OLLI for a stimulating cup of joe and a look at 
paths to social justice and a sustainable environ-
ment. 

Master Storytellers: Wisdom Stories 
of World Traditions
Mon. May 24*, June 7, 14, 21 & 28     1:30  – 3:30

(*Note – no class scheduled on May 31st)                    
Peretz Wolf-Prusan, MAHL 1988, HUC
$70 for OLLI members/ $105 for non-members
Storytelling and oral traditions are a common 
thread between people across the globe, and the 
use of storytelling to convey ideas pre-dates the 
written word.  Rabbi Peretz Wolf-Prusan takes 
a look at oft-told parables from around the world 
and from differing cultures that exemplify such 
preliterate storytelling but are still with us today. 
His focus is on stories designed to serve human-
ity by undercutting falsehoods and getting to the 
sometimes uncomfortable truths they hide.  He 
finds them abounding in Christian, Sufi, Zen, and 
Hasidic traditions.  Let OLLI and the Rabbi guide 
you through reading and listening to samples 
from them.  Who’s afraid of uncomfortable truths?  
Surely none of us! 

Elevating & Expanding Personal 
Racial Consciousness
Tue. June 1, 8, 15 & 22      10:30 – 12:30
Lori A. Watson, EdD, Educational Leadership for 
Social Justice, Cal State East Bay
$57 for OLLI members/ $85 for non-members

“Not everything that is faced can be changed, but 
nothing can be changed until it is faced.” James 
Baldwin.  
Here’s a course that asks you to do some serious 
facing.  Dr. Watson will help participants engage 
in reflective exercises designed to elevate per-
sonal racial consciousness and develop a deeper 
understanding of the impact of race in their own 
lives and in the lives of those around them.  Her 
goal is to help us understand how the concept of 
whiteness is constructed and its role in sustaining 
systemic racism. Take action to become an ally in 
racial justice and help everyone thrive as fellow 
citizens of our multi-racial society.
 
The Ideals of Olympism and the Re-
ality of the Games: An Exploration 
of the History of the Olympics
Wed. June 2,* 16, 23, 30, & July 7     1:30 – 3:30

(*Note – no class scheduled on June 9th)  
Maria Kaj, MBA, University of Chicago, BA, UCB
$70 for OLLI members/ $105 for non-members
Pierre de Coubertin thought rowing and fenc-
ing could help lead to world peace and harmony 
when he proposed a revived Olympics in 1894.  
How’s that working out for us?  126 years in, and 
the games are a hot mess of scandal, boycotts, 
and jingoism, yet full of sublime athletic achieve-
ment and sportsmanship.  The Tokyo Olympics 
start July 23, so this is an apt time to set the 
games in historical perspective, and that’s what 
Ms. Kaj proposes--warts, halos, and all.  Her goal 
is to show us how sport at this level affects soci-
ety and vice versa. Churchill said about democ-
racy: it’s the worst form of government, except for 
all others.  Perhaps this is also true regarding the 
Olympics and other international sporting events.  
OLLI and Ms. Kaj will test this proposition for you.  
Let’s see if the Olympics wins the gold. 

6
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COURSES

Multitudes: Writing in the Technique 
of “Persona”
Mon. June 14, 21, 28 July 12*  & 19  10:30 – 12:30

(*Note – no class scheduled on July 5th) 
Jannie M. Dresser, MFA, English and creative 
writing, Mills College
$70 for OLLI members/ $105 for non-members

“I contain multitudes”, exclaimed the great poet 
Walt Whitman, and indeed he did.  But so do we, 
and Ms. Dresser will explore with us how our own 
multiple personalities can be expressed in writ-
ing.  She’ll start with joint readings of “persona” 
poems, a popular genre for “outsider” poets such 
as women and people of color.  These works 
will help show how characterization can be ac-
complished not just in poetry but in fiction and 
drama as well.  You’ll then have the opportu-
nity to choose your own genre and do your own 
“persona” writing.  The class will include time for 
critiquing participants’ work in a supportive and 
encouraging environment. 

America’s Gilded Age: An Era of 
Contradictions
Wed. June 16, 23, 30 July 7 & 14    10:30 – 12:30 
Kevin Dincher, MA philosophy and psychology, 
Master of Divinity
$70 for OLLI members/ $105 for non-members

Following our Civil War, the nation experienced 
rapid industrialization and boom and bust eco-
nomic expansion.  The end of the 19th century 
soon became known as The Gilded Age, an era 
in which that rapid growth gilded over a seething 
mass of problems.  It was a time of contradictions: 
great wealth and great poverty; ostentatious con-
sumption and generous philanthropy;  corrupt poli-
ticians dueling with reform movements. And many 
more.  What to make of it all?  Mr. Dincher will 
give us a thorough exploration of these conflicting 
currents, and he’ll keep a keen eye on what they 
might tell us about our own era’s festering con-
tradictions.  It never hurts to know the difference 
between “gilded” and “golden.”  

Literary Scamps and Rogues
Thur. June 17, 24 July 1, 8 & 15   10:30  – 12:30
Susan Fox, PhD, UCD, MA, Cal State East Bay  
$70 for OLLI members/ $105 for non-members

Not all writers are, or have been, models of 
decorum in their lives and not all literary works 
have met the artistic or other expectations of their 
times.  Even the most respected authors have 
behaved scandalously at times and, perhaps, 
shocked contemporaries by the content or un-
conventional style of their works.  In short, literary 
scamps and rogues abound, and Dr. Fox will give 
us a chance to meet a lively selection of them.  
Join her for a romp through the lives and works of 
such legendary “mad geniuses” as Samuel Taylor 
Coleridge, Thomas DeQuincey, George Sand, 
Mark Twain, Dorothy Parker, and Truman Capote.  
It’s time for a little vicarious fun in this first look at 
literary scamps and rogues.  We’ll revisit the topic 
and other scamps in Part 2 this Fall.  Fox and 
OLLI offer it!

American Musical Theater: From 
Origins to Oklahoma!
(Part 1 of 3)
Thur. June 17, 24 July 1, 8 & 15       1:30  – 3:30
John Kendall Bailey, music director, conductor, 
chorus master
$70 for OLLI members/ $105 for non-members
This first course in John Kendall Bailey’s series on 
American Musical Theater begins with the forms 
of theater and music that coalesced into the genre 
we recognize as “Musical Theater,” starting with 
traditional theatrical stage productions and con-
tinuing with forms like Operetta (Victor Herbert, 
Sigmund Romberg), Variety Shows (vaudeville, 
minstrel shows), Revues (Florenz Ziegfeld), and 
Yiddish Theater (Abraham Goldfaden and the 
Thomashevskys). George M. Cohan, Irving Berlin, 
George & Ira Gershwin, Cole Porter, Richard Rod-
gers & Lorenz Hart emerged from the Jazz Age 
and Tin Pan Alley. Jerome Kern and Oscar Ham-
merstein II’s 1927 Show Boat was the first true 
work of American Musical Theater, but its style 
and structure did not become popular or influen-
tial until Rodgers & Hammerstein’s Oklahoma! in 
1943 - defining the genre and paving the way for 
the future. Be sure to catch this enjoyable series.

PG7
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COURSES

The Short Story
Tue. June 29, July 6, 13, 20 & 27     10:30  – 12:30 
Marianna Matthews, MA, English, Cal State East Bay,
lecturer in English, Chabot College
$70 for OLLI members/ $105 for non-members

Love to read but tired of lengthy book club assign-
ments?  Ms. Matthews directs your attention to the 
delights of short stories.  Her course asks you to read 
and discuss one story per class meeting.  Attention will 
be paid to classic literary elements like setting, charac-
ter, conflict, and symbolism, honing your appreciation 
of how gifted writers combine them memorably in short 
fiction.  All the stories will come from the Oxford Book of 
American Short Stories.  It’s time to deepen your love 
of reading with Ms. Matthew and OLLI and be reminded 
that brevity can result in remarkable literary art.  

How U.S. Foreign Policy and Misuse of 
the Military Squandered the Legacy of 
the Greatest Generation
(Part 1 of 2. Part 2 is offered in August, see page 10)
Tue. July 6, 13, 20 & 27                      1:30 – 3:30 
Dr. Michael Baker, MD, FACS, Rear Admiral, Medical 
Corps, USN (ret)
$57 for OLLI members/ $85 for non-members
Post WWII, the United States emerged as the world’s 
sole superpower, and for a time, it led in postwar recov-
ery. The U.S. promoted policies and organizations de-
signed to promote democracy and global stability such 
as the Marshall Plan, the United Nations, the World 
Bank, and the World Health Organization. But then 
came a long run of using the U.S. military aggressively, 
preemptively, and often inexplicably around the globe. 
The result has been a squandering of the admirable 
legacy of our great WWII generation.  Dr. Baker offers 
a two-part deep dive into the complex circumstances 
that led to such misguided uses of force and our arrival 
at the cycle of “endless” military adventures presently 
afoot.  The power and promise of The Greatest Gen-
eration is in shambles.  How can we again find ways to 
contribute to global peace and prosperity?  Let’s see if 
OLLI and Dr. Baker can suggest some answers. 
(Note: Part 2 offered in August, see page 10)

The Great American Western and the 
Meaning of Life
Mon. July 12, 19, 26, Aug. 2 & 9         1:30  – 3:30            
Dennis Rothermel, PhD, professor emeritus of philoso-
phy, CSU Chico
$70 for OLLI members/ $105 for non-members

“I’m a storyteller - that’s the chief function of a director. 
And they’re moving pictures, let’s make ‘em move!” – 
Howard Hawks

The greatest Western films are delightful to watch and 
also serve as powerful allegorical devices.  Professor 
Rothermel will show us how four creative directors of 
Westerns used their own  experiences to shape their 
film masterpieces and send a message about life and 
how best to respond to its violent turns.  You will begin 
by viewing four feature-length Western gems on your 
own and then come together to be guided by Professor 
Rothermel to discuss: Fred Zinnemann’s High Noon, 
Howard Hawks’ Rio Bravo, John Ford’s Shane, and 
George Stephens’ The Man Who Shot Liberty Valance. 
You will be provided introductions, discussion ques-
tions, and follow-up discussions.  All four films are 
available streaming on Amazon Prime, either free or at 
modest prices. Let’s go West and find out what life’s all 
about. 
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COURSESJewish Populations of the 
Asian Continent
Tue. July 20, 27, Aug. 3, 10 & 17      10:30 – 12:30
Ken Blady, MA, Cal State East Bay
$70 for OLLI members/ $105 for non-members.
Mr. Blady offers us a tour of remarkable Jewish com-
munities in Asia.  They are strikingly different from Ash-
kenazic and Sephardic Jewry and illustrate the rich vari-
ety of Jewish adaptation to place and time in the world.  
We find them in Afghanistan, Bukhara, China, Dages-
tan, Kurdistan, Iran, India, and Yemen, a remarkable 
geographic and cultural range of settings.  Rites and 
traditions long discarded or forgotten in Ashkenazim 
and Sephardim often still thrive in these remote places.  
Mr. Blady raises yet again those intriguing questions: 
“What is a Jew?  Who is a Jew?”  Here’s a reminder 
that Jewry is indeed a diverse and multifaceted family. 

Enslaved People and the American 
North 
Wed. July 21 & 28                         10:30 – 12:30 
Susan McGough, MA American studies, University of 
Hawai’i
$28 for OLLI members/ $42 for non-members

It’s a common misconception that slavery in the United 
States was confined to the South and rural locations.  
The truth is that northern colonies and states partici-
pated equally in the transportation, sale, and ownership 
of enslaved people.  Slaves labored there in both urban 
and rural settings, built private dwellings, universities, 
religious institutions, and public buildings.  Their owners 
included presidents and American icons such as Ben-
jamin Franklin, John Hancock, and William Penn.  The 
north, in short, should not be exempt from a thorough 
examination of this tragic part of our past.  Allow OLLI 
and Ms. McGough to cast light on this less known and 
often less acknowledged part of our history.  It needs 
doing.

Ordinary Lives of the Revolutionary War
Thur. July 29, Aug. 5, 12, 19 & 26       10:30 – 12:30
Richard Bell, PhD, Harvard University, BA, University of 
Cambridge
$70 for OLLI members/ $105 for non-members

Traditional accounts of our revolutionary war tend to 
focus on battles, political leaders, and other influential 
men.  But these figures are just a fraction of all who 
fought for or against independence.  What about all 
the other men and women, whether European, Native 
American, or African, on whom the success or failure of 
the revolution rested?  Professor Bell has not forgotten 
them, and this course will explore many of their capti-
vating stories.  OLLI is pleased to offer his perspectives 
on what ordinary people were experiencing, regardless 
of which side they chose, as the tumultuous struggle for 
independence unfolded.  What he’s discovered is well 
worth sharing.

Rock’s Storytellers: Singers and Song-
writers of the 1970’s
Mon. Aug 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30               10:30 – 12:30
Robert Joyce, MA, Education, BA, Music Education, 
Augustana University 
$70 for OLLI members/ $105 for non-members

Folk music was slowly declining in popularity in the 
1970s as popular music fans were drawn to Rock, a 
rising genre, and to the rock artists writing and perform-
ing their own material.  They were an extraordinarily 
talented crew, worthy of the close attention this course 
will give them. Mr. Joyce offers us an exploration of the 
careers of the dynamic singers and songwriters of the 
decade where Rock became a major musical industry.  
The talents and careers he examines will include such 
artists as Carole King, Elton John, James Taylor, Joni 
Mitchel, Jim Croce, Billy Joel,  Bruce Springsteen, and 
many others.  They made the 70s a rich musical time.  
Come have a listen!

9
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             COURSES

 

Writing Critique (All Forms)
Tue. Aug. 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31     10:30 – 12:30 
Aline Soules, MA in English, MFA, Creative Writ-
ing, MSLS, librarian, Cal State East Bay

$70 for OLLI members/ $105 for non-members

F. Scott Fitzgerald once wrote: “You don’t 
write because you want to say something, 
you write because you have something to 
say.”  If you have something to say, whether 
in the form of poetry, memoir, fiction, or non-
fiction, here’s the course for you. 

Ms. Soules, the author of Evening Sun: A 
Widow’s Journey and Meditation on Women, 
will help you get started and to find your own 
true voice.  Her tactics are down to earth.  
You will prepare short pieces before and be-
tween classes for sharing with her and your 
classmates. Then comes feedback on your 
work with appropriate comments including 
elements of craft as they arise. 

Don’t miss this chance to pursue the joy of 
telling your stories in a positive and encour-
aging setting.

U.S. Foreign Policy and Misuse of 
the Military: A Squandered Legacy 
of the Greatest Generation 
(Part 2 of 2. Part 1 is offered in July, see page 8)

Tue. Aug. 3, 10, 17 & 24                  1:30 – 3:30 
Dr. Michael Baker, MD, FACS, Rear Admiral, 
Medical Corps, USN (ret)
$57 for OLLI members/ $85 for non-members

In this second of his two-part course Dr. 
Baker further briefs you on the topic.  Post 
WWII, the United States emerged as the world’s 
sole superpower, and for a time, it led in post-
war recovery. The U.S. promoted policies and 
organizations designed to promote democracy 
and global stability such as the Marshall Plan, 
the United Nations, the World Bank, and the 
World Health Organization. But then came a 
long run of using the U.S. military aggressively, 
preemptively, and often inexplicably around the 
globe. The result has been a squandering of the 
admirable legacy of our great WWII generation.  
Dr. Baker offers a two-part deep dive into the 
complex circumstances that led to such mis-
guided uses of force and our arrival at the cycle 
of “endless” military adventures presently afoot.  
The power and promise of The Greatest Gen-
eration is in shambles.  How can we again find 
ways to contribute to global peace and prosper-
ity?  Let’s see if OLLI and Dr. Baker can suggest 
some answers. 
(Note: Part 1 will be offered in July, see page 8)

10
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COURSES 

Lady Laureates: Female Nobel 
Prize Winners for Literature
Mon. Aug. 9, 16, 23 & 30            1:30 – 3:30
Robert Weibezahl, MA, Humanities, CSUDH, 
BA, English, Haverford College

$57 for OLLI members/ $85 for non-members

Of the 117 writers who have been awarded 
the Nobel Prize for Literature, only 16 have 
been women.  This small cadre stands out 
for their artistry, their contribution to the 
culture of their own countries, and for the 
universality of the themes and insights they 
convey with their work.  

Mr. Weibezahl’s course will survey the lives 
and accomplishments  of all these remark-
able women---from Sweden’s Selma La-
geröf in 1909 to the most recent recipient of 
the award, U.S. poet Louise Glück in 2020.  
Along the way he’ll pause to savor the work 
of such masters as Toni Morrison, Nadine 
Gordimer, Alice Munro, Doris Lessing, Pearl 
Buck and many more.  

It’s an array of talent not to be missed.  Join 
OLLI and Mr. Weibezahl to enjoy it. 

Art in Your Backyard:  
Rediscovering SFMOMA 
Wed. Aug 11, 18 & 25            10:30 – 12:30
Diane Levinson, MFA, SJSU, BA, Sculpture, 
State University of New York  

$42 for OLLI members/ $64 for non-members

Need a change of scenery?  
Come with OLLI and Ms. Levinson for a 
virtual tour of the art on display at the San 
Francisco Museum of Modern Art following 
its reopening in 2016 after a redo that more 
than doubled its space.  

The tour will touch on some of the strange, 
beautiful, and challenging pieces not in 
the previous collection as well as famil-
iar old friends like Matisse, Cornell, and 
Rauschenberg.  

Add to the mix some history of the Museum 
from its first 1935 home to the present, ex-
panded site for a stimulating agenda. 
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LECTURES – Off Site
Lake Park Retirement Residence (LP)
(All lectures will be held online)

Birth of the Blues 
(Recording)
Tuesday, May 18              2:00 – 3:30
Robert Joyce, BA Music Education, MA Educa-
tion Augustana University

Free for OLLI members and Lake Park residents
$10 for non-members

When exploring American popular music genres 
of the 20th Century, we find that nearly each one 
is influenced by the Blues.   
What started as a simple African-American musi-
cal form with roots in African musical traditions, 
African-American work songs, and spirituals, 
soon became the foundation of Jazz and Rock 
music in America.   
This special lecture will present fascinating 
details about the birth of the Blues.  How did the 
Blues become a social as well as musical mech-
anism for other types of music?  
Listen in with OLLI as Mr. Joyce presents music 
from some of the founding artists of this unique 
and special musical style.   

The Origins of American Musical 
Theater  
(Recording)
Tuesday, June 15              2:00 – 3:30
John Kendall Bailey, music director, conductor, 
chorus master

Free for OLLI members and Lake Park residents
$10 for non-members

John Kendall Bailey returns for a lecture devoted 
to exploring the various forms of theater and mu-
sic that coalesced into the genre we recognize 
as “Musical Theater.” 

Mr. Bailey begins with the long tradition of 
theatrical stage productions and continuing 
with stage forms like Operetta (Victor Herbert, 
Sigmund Romberg), Variety Shows (vaudeville, 
minstrel shows), Revues (Florenz Ziegfeld), 
Yiddish Theater (Abraham Goldfaden and the 
Thomashevskys), and continues with those who 
emerged from the advent of the Jazz Age and 
Tin Pan Alley, including George M. Cohan, Irving 
Berlin, George & Ira Gershwin, Richard Rodgers 
& Lorenz Hart, and of course Jerome Kern and 
Oscar Hammerstein II, whose Show Boat was 
the first true work of American Musical Theater. 

Mr. Bailey offers us a taste of this new musi-
cal genre, a survey ranging from its origins to 
its golden age.  Come along with OLLI and Mr. 
Bailey. 
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LECTURES – Off Site 
Mastick Senior Center (MSC)
(All lectures will be held online)

Rediscovering SFMOMA: Art in Your 
Backyard (Live)
Monday,  May 17                         1:30 – 3:00
Diane Levinson, MFA, SJSU, BA, Sculpture, State 
University of New York  

Free for OLLI members and Mastick Senior Center 
members/ $10 for non-members

Need a change of scenery?  Come with OLLI and 
Ms. Levinson for a virtual tour of the art on dis-
play at the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art 
following its reopening in 2016 after a redo that 
more than doubled it’s space.  The tour will touch 
on some of the strange, beautiful, and challeng-
ing pieces not in the previous collection as well 
as familiar old friends like Matisse, Cornell, and 
Rauschenberg.  Add to the mix some history of 
the Museum from its first 1935 home to the pres-
ent, expanded site for a stimulating agenda.

Star-studded MGM Musicals of the 
1940’s (Live)
Monday,  June 21                       1:30 – 3:00
Sam and Candy Caponegro, subject matter ex-
perts on the history of Movie Musicals and Broad-
way Musicals

Free for OLLI members and Mastick Senior Center 
members/ $10 for non-members

MGM once claimed it had more stars than heaven, 
and for a time it did.  The Caponegro team takes 
us back to MGM and the Hollywood of the 1940s, 
with a lecture featuring film clips to remind us of 
just how bright these stars once shone.  And who 
will we be spending time with?  How about Gene 
Kelly, Lucille Ball, Lena Horne, June Allyson, Fred 
Astaire, and, of course, Judy Garland?  Let OLLI 
and the Caponegros bring such stars and movies 
back to life for you.  Lights, camera, action!  

Origins of American Musical Theater   
(Recording)
Monday,  July 19                             1:30 – 3:00
John Kendall Bailey, music director, conductor, chorus 
master
Free for OLLI members and Mastick Senior Center 
members/ $10 for non-members

John Kendall Bailey returns for a lecture devoted to 
exploring the various forms of theater and music that 
coalesced into the genre we recognize as “Musical 
Theater.” Mr. Bailey begins with the long tradition of 
theatrical stage productions and continuing with stage 
forms like Operetta (Victor Herbert, Sigmund Rom-
berg), Variety Shows (vaudeville, minstrel shows), 
Revues (Florenz Ziegfeld), Yiddish Theater (Abraham 
Goldfaden and the Thomashevskys), and continues 
with those who emerged from the advent of the Jazz 
Age and Tin Pan Alley, including George M. Cohan, Ir-
ving Berlin, George & Ira Gershwin, Richard Rodgers 
& Lorenz Hart, and of course Jerome Kern and Oscar 
Hammerstein II, whose Show Boat was the first true 
work of American Musical Theater. Mr. Bailey offers 
us a taste of this new musical genre, a survey ranging 
from its origins to its golden age.  Come along with 
OLLI and Mr. Bailey.  

History and Science of Sexual Justice 
(Recording)
Monday,  August 16                       1:30 – 3:00
Maria Nieto, PhD, Professor Emerita Biological Sci-
ences, Cal State East Bay
Free for OLLI members and Mastick Senior Center 
members/ $10 for non-members

Dr. Maria Nieto is co-author of The Spectrum of Sex: 
The Science of Male, Female, and Intersex, a book 
that breaks down current understandings of sex and 
gender diversity and offers new, scientifically based 
ways of looking at them.  It challenges, in particular, 
the myth that sex and gender are exclusively binary.  
While not everyone accepts this scientifically ground-
ed premise, Dr. Nieto works to create a safe environ-
ment, built on well-grounded science, for frank and 
open discussion about how best to accommodate the 
diversity of human sex traits and the gender identities 
in society.  OLLI and Dr. Nieto hope you’ll take part in 
the conversation.
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LECTURES – Off Site 
Stoneridge Creek (SRC)
(All lectures will be held online)

Each of this four-part lecture series is a stand-alone lec-
ture that is interconnected to the others in the series.  You 
may register for individual lectures or the entire series, the 
non-member pricing is $10 per lecture or $40 for the series.

The Outliers and the Outrageous: Concord, Mas-
sachusetts, and the American Bloomsbury–1 of 4
Saturday,  May 8                                10:30 – 12:00
Susan Fox, PhD, UCD, MA, Cal State East Bay 

Free for OLLI members and Stoneridge Creek residents
$10 for non-members (per lecture)

“Do not go where the path may lead, go instead where 
there is no path and leave a trail,” Ralph Waldo Emer-
son advised.  An extraordinary menage of gifted people 
who frequented the Concord, Massachusetts area in 
the mid-19th century took that advice.  The writer Susan 
Cheever would later call them “The American Blooms-
bury”. They shocked their contemporaries with their ideas 
about education, social reform, group living, the role of 
women, preservation of the natural environment, and the 
abolition of slavery.  Dr. Fox will put seven of this remark-
able group under the microscope for us in a series of 
stand-alone lectures that explores their lives, ideas, and 
writings.  Emerson, Thoreau, two Alcotts (Louisa May 
and her father Bronson), Fuller, Peabody, and Hawthorne 
await your close inspection. 

The Outliers and the Outrageous: Concord, Mas-
sachusetts, and the American Bloomsbury–2 of 4
Saturday,  June 12                                 10:30 – 12:00
Susan Fox, PhD, UCD, MA, Cal State East Bay 

Free for OLLI members and Stoneridge Creek residents
$10 for non-members (per lecture)

“Do not go where the path may lead, go instead where 
there is no path and leave a trail,” Ralph Waldo Emerson 
advised.  An extraordinary menage of gifted people who 
frequented the Concord, Massachusetts area in the mid-
19th century took that advice.  The writer Susan Cheever 
would later call them “The American Bloomsbury”. They 
shocked their contemporaries with their ideas about 
education, social reform, group living, the role of women, 
preservation of the natural environment, and the abolition 
of slavery.  Dr. Fox will put seven of this remarkable group 
under the microscope for us in a series of stand-alone 
lectures that explores their lives, ideas, and writings.  Em-
erson, Thoreau, two Alcotts (Louisa May and her father 
Bronson), Fuller, Peabody, and Hawthorne await your 
close inspection. 

The Outliers and the Outrageous: Concord, Massa-
chusetts, and the American Bloomsbury–3 of 4
Saturday,  July 10                             10:30 – 12:00
Susan Fox, PhD, UCD, MA, Cal State East Bay 

Free for OLLI members and Stoneridge Creek residents
$10 for non-members (per lecture)

“Do not go where the path may lead, go instead where there 
is no path and leave a trail,” Ralph Waldo Emerson advised.  
An extraordinary menage of gifted people who frequented 
the Concord, Massachusetts area in the mid-19th century 
took that advice.  The writer Susan Cheever would later call 
them “The American Bloomsbury”. They shocked their con-
temporaries with their ideas about education, social reform, 
group living, the role of women, preservation of the natural 
environment, and the abolition of slavery.  Dr. Fox will put 
seven of this remarkable group under the microscope for us 
in a series of stand-alone lectures that explores their lives, 
ideas, and writings.  Emerson, Thoreau, two Alcotts (Louisa 
May and her father Bronson), Fuller, Peabody, and Haw-
thorne await your close inspection. 

The Outliers and the Outrageous: Concord, Massa-
chusetts, and the American Bloomsbury–4 of 4
Saturday,  August 14,                        10:30 – 12:00
Susan Fox, PhD, UCD, MA, Cal State East Bay 

Free for OLLI members and Stoneridge Creek residents
$10 for non-members (per lecture)

“Do not go where the path may lead, go instead where there 
is no path and leave a trail,” Ralph Waldo Emerson advised.  
An extraordinary menage of gifted people who frequented 
the Concord, Massachusetts area in the mid-19th century 
took that advice.  The writer Susan Cheever would later call 
them “The American Bloomsbury”. They shocked their con-
temporaries with their ideas about education, social reform, 
group living, the role of women, preservation of the natural 
environment, and the abolition of slavery.  Dr. Fox will put 
seven of this remarkable group under the microscope for us 
in a series of stand-alone lectures that explores their lives, 
ideas, and writings.  Emerson, Thoreau, two Alcotts (Louisa 
May and her father Bronson), Fuller, Peabody, and Haw-
thorne await your close inspection. 
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SINCE WE ARE ONLINE WE ARE FORTUNATE
 TO BE JOINED BY INSTRUCTORS FROM  

MASSACHUSETTS, NEVADA
PENNSYLVANIA, & SOUTH DAKOTA

Coffee and Colonialism
Tue., May 18, 25, June 1, 8, &15             1:30 – 3:30
Nora Burkey, MA, Sustainable Development School for 
International Training. Founder and Executive Director of 
the Chain Collective
$70 for OLLI members/ $105 for non-members

Our dark roast has a dark history, rooted in colonialism, 
exploitation, and greed.  Ms. Burkey will trace this problem-
atic past with attention to how it differed for people living 
in Africa, Latin America, the Carribean, and the United 
States.  Some aspects of that dark history are still present 
in the global coffee industry but change is possible and, in 
places, already afoot.  So another focus of the course will 
be on shifting the persistence of “top-down” development 
of the industry since WWII to, for example, community-
led operations.  Ms. Burkey will also show us how coffee 
consumers can help support efforts to reduce the systemic 
racism and unnecessary environmental damage that still 
prevails in the industry.  Join her and OLLI for a stimulating 
cup of joe and a look at paths to social justice and a sus-
tainable environment. 

America’s Gilded Age: An Era of Contra-
dictions
Wed. June 16, 23, 30 July 7 & 14              10:30 – 12:30
Kevin Dincher, MA philosophy and psychology, Master of 
Divinity
$70 for OLLI members/ $105 for non-members

Following our Civil War, the nation experienced rapid 
industrialization and boom and bust economic expansion.  
The end of the 19th century soon became known as The 
Gilded Age, an era in which that rapid growth gilded over 
a seething mass of problems.  It was a time of contradic-
tions: great wealth and great poverty; ostentatious con-
sumption and generous philanthropy;  corrupt politicians 
dueling with reform movements. And many more.  What to 
make of it all?  Mr. Dincher will give us a thorough explora-
tion of these conflicting currents, and he’ll keep a keen eye 
on what they might tell us about our own era’s festering 
contradictions.  It never hurts to know the difference be-
tween “gilded” and “golden.”  

Ordinary Lives of the Revolutionary War
Thur. July 29, Aug. 5, 12, 19 & 26          10:30 – 12:30
Richard Bell, PhD, Harvard University, BA, University of 
Cambridge
$70 for OLLI members/ $105 for non-members

Traditional accounts of our revolutionary war tend to focus 
on battles, political leaders, and other influential men.  But 
these figures are just a fraction of all who fought for or 
against independence.  What about all the other men and 
women, whether European, Native American, or African, 
on whom the success or failure of the revolution rested?  
Professor Bell has not forgotten them, and this course will 
explore many of their captivating stories.  OLLI is pleased 
to offer his perspectives on what ordinary people were 
experiencing, regardless of which side they chose, as the 
tumultuous struggle for independence unfolded.  What 
he’s discovered is well worth sharing.

Rock’s Storytellers: Singers and Songwrit-
ers of the 1970’s
Mon. Aug 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30                    10:30 – 12:30
Robert Joyce, MA Education, BA Music Education, Augus-
tana University 
$70 for OLLI members/ $105 for non-members

Folk music was slowly declining in popularity in the 1970s 
as popular music fans were drawn to Rock, a rising genre, 
and to the rock artists writing and performing their own 
material.  They were an extraordinarily talented crew, 
worthy of the close attention this course will give them. Mr. 
Joyce offers us an exploration of the careers of the dy-
namic singers and songwriters of the decade where Rock 
became a major musical industry.  The talents and ca-
reers he examines will include such artists as Carole King, 
Elton John, James Taylor, Joni Mitchel, Jim Croce, Billy 
Joel,  Bruce Springsteen, and many others.  They made 
the 70s a rich musical time.  Come have a listen!
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ONLINE LEARNING OFF-SITE COURSE
Note—Location is subject to change.

  

PG16

All classes will be held online over Zoom.  

Register Early!

Even though we’re all apart 
OLLI keeps us together.

Live, Online

• Zoom links are sent two (2) business days 
before the start of lectures and courses 

• Please make sure you have given the OLLI 
office your current email address, and 
check your spam/junk folder if you cannot 
find your link

• Multi-week courses will use the same Zoom 
link each week

• Zoom recommends using headphones and 
your device volume settings to improve 
your online listening experience

On-Demand Recordings

• Recordings that instructors post to You-
Tube allow you to use the view “full screen” 
and Closed Captioning (CC) features

• Zoom recommends using headphones and 
your device volume settings to improve 
your online listening experience

• Zoom recordings give you the ability to 
watch on-demand, pause, and they include 
an audio transcript

In some cases, class sizes have been 
limited at the instrutor’s request, by 

the type of course or health guidelines.

Please check your email & our 
website regularly for updates.  

Note—Location is subject to change.
Danville Congregational Church (989 San Ramon Valley Blvd., Danville, 
94526, (925) 837-6944.  Pre-registration is required. 

Great Deliberations

Thur. June 3, 10, 17, 24 July 1 & 8         4:00 – 6:00
Bette Felton, DrPH., professor emerita of nursing & 
health sciences, Cal State East Bay
$85 for OLLI members / $127 for non-members

OLLI once again offers a chance to stay engaged with 
global affairs.  Join millions of your peers to learn more 
about and discuss critical world issues as a participant 
in the Foreign Policy Association’s global affairs discus-
sion program.  Topics up for discussion this time are: 
Artificial Intelligence and Data; Climate Change and the 
Global Order; China’s Road into Latin America; India and 
Pakistan; Modern Slavery and Human Trafficking; The 
Philippines and the U.S.; Red Sea Security; and U.S. 
Relations with the Northern Triangle.  Discussions will 
take place online and links to additional, free materials 
for on-demand viewing will be provided.  (Optional brief-
ing book, DVD, and other materials available at www.fpa.
org.) 

(If held in-person, space will be limited for this event, 
responsible social-distancing will be followed, and 
masks worn when appropriate.) 

Event is subject to change. Updates and changes 
will be posted on our website and emailed to regis-
trants.
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Wild Food Walk: Identifying Edible and 
Medicinal Plants (Walnut Creek)
Friday, June 18                     10:00 –12:00 
Kevin Feinstein, Naturalist, forager, teacher and au-
thor of The Bay Area Forager
$35  for OLLI members/ $50 for non-members

Limited to 20 participants

Edible wild plants are abundant in our area, but 
you need to know where to look for them or have 
a knowledgeable guide to show you the way.  
OLLI has found just the right one.  He’s Kevin 
Feinsteir –naturalist, forager, teacher and au-
thor of The Bay Area Forager, and he’s ready to 
introduce us to the foraging way.  Join him for a 
two hour wild food walk, a stroll that will allow you 
to collect and sample local edible plants and learn 
the art of good foraging.  Here’s a unique chance 
to satisfy your quest for useful knowledge and 
to get outdoors.  It’s a moveable feast you won’t 
want to miss. 
Masks required, physical distancing will be prac-
ticed.Space is limited. (Location will be emailed to 
registrants on June 11th.)

Tilden Park Native Plant Garden
Friday, July 23                      10:00 – 12:00 
Ellen Woodard, lecturer of geography and environ-
mental science, Cal State, East Bay
$30  for OLLI members/ Members-only event

Limited to 20 participants

Tilden Park’s native plant garden, established in 1940, 
features examples of California species ranging from 
sea to Sierras and from southern deserts to our tem-
perate northern rainforests.  This remarkable array is 
right in our backyard.  An added treat: a year-round 
creek runs through its center, providing habitats for 
the many animals, insects, and birds that make the 
garden their home.  OLLI and Dr. Woodard offer you 
a guided tour of this treasure, a chance to learn more 
about the diverse plants it contains, and the efforts be-
ing made to restore and conserve the state’s botanical 
bounty.  Fresh air, easy walking paths, and nature’s 
wonders: what’s not to like? Masks required, physical 
distancing will be practiced. 
(Meet at the visitor center, Wildcat Canyon Rd.)

Spring in Your Step at 
the Lafayette Reservoir 
Friday, May 28                            10:30 – 12:30
Herb Eder, PhD, professor emeritus, geography and 
environmental studies, Cal State East Bay
$30 for OLLI members/Members-only event

Limited to 20 participants

The Lafayette Reservoir is a Bay Area jewel, a 
multi-use recreation area operated by the East 
Bay Municipal Utility District (EBMUD). Join Pro-
fessor Eder for a morning walk around “the Res”.  
It’s a chance to discover the seasonal landscape 
changes that sweep the reservoir and to learn 
about the plant and animal life it supports.  The 
impact of drought and how management practices 
try to deal with it will also be explored.  

We plan to meet on the east side of the parking 
lot. Bring cash or a credit card for day parking 
fees.  Other necessities: sturdy shoes, sun hat, 
sunscreen, water, and face mask. Picnic tables 
are not available.

Note: This is a moderately challenging walk over 
hilly, paved ground.

Masks required, physical distancing will be prac-
ticed.  

In-person events are subject to change. 

Updates and changes will be posted on our 
website and emailed to registrants. 

PG17

FIELD COURSES
In-person events are subject to change. Masks required, physical distancing will be practiced. 

Updates and changes will be posted on our website and emailed to registrants. 
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FUNDRAISING  
Smile.Amazon.com

Even though we’re all apart 
OLLI keeps us together.

Thank you for your support!
You know that OLLI stands for the Osher Lifelong 
Learning Institute. What you may not know is that 
annually, the Osher Foundation endows our OLLI 
program with only 50% of our operating costs. 

In return, they stipulate that we need at least 1,000 
members as an indication of community support.

Please become an OLLI member. 

As a member you will enjoy:
• Online support
• Reduced rates on courses 
• Free monthly lectures
• Members-only events and courses 

If you are currently a member, the Board 
encourages you to renew your membership 
annually and tell your friends, neighbors, and 
relatives about the OLLI program, especially 
now that we are online – our content knows 
no borders!

Thank you for supporting OLLI at Cal State East 
Bay, and for helping us to maintain our membership 
goal.

Please note that the office is closed  
Fridays as well as the following dates:

~~~~~
• Monday, May 31st Memorial Day
• Monday, July 5th Independence Day 

(observed)
    

Ways to give to OLLI 

• Direct donation
• Donate in honor or appreciation of somone 

or to mark a special occasion or milestone
• Donate back canceled course fees
• Shop through AmazonSmile*

*Did you know you can help keep OLLI strong and 
financially secure, and it won’t cost you a penny?  
We’re simply asking you to do the things you al-
ready do every day. Register for AmazonSmile 
before you do your online shopping.

It’s easy and automatic.

Sounds crazy, right? But it’s true! We call it “Free 
Money” because it’s like finding free money for 
OLLI.

Smile.amazon.com 
 OLLI at Cal State East Bay

You can support OLLI at Cal State East Bay by 
having Amazon donate a portion of your purchase 
to OLLI — at no additional cost to you. Creating an 
Amazon Smile account is as easy 
as 1, 2, 3!

1. Visit smile.amazon.com
2. Sign in to your normal Amazon account—
3. You will be taken to a charity selection page
Select - Cal State East Bay Educational Foundation

Already using Amazon Smile for an organiza-
tion, but want to begin supporting OLLI? 
Here’s how:

1. Visit smile.amazon.com and sign in
2. Under the search bar you will see the words 
“Supporting: [your selected organization].” Scroll 
over this and select “Change your Charity.”
3. Select - Cal State East Bay Educational Foun-
dation - (OLLI) and enjoy shopping and supporting 
OLLI at Cal State East Bay!
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925.602.6776 / www.scholarolli.com

In-person registration is not currently available.  
Mail-in registration is subject to delays up to 2 weeks.

For quicker registration & to guarantee your space 
please register online at www.scholarolli.com 
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Student #1 Name ____________________________________________

Student #2 Name ____________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________

City ____________________ State _________ ZIP ________________

Phone __________________ Email ____________________________

 q I would like to receive the OLLI at CSUEB electronic newsletter

Please list the program title, location, which student, and appropriate payment

Program Title Location X Number
attending

Member 
Price

Non-OLLI
Price

 Online registration: www.scholarolli.com

Membership renewal - ?
Subtotal
Add -- 10% University check handling fee

TOTAL

Please check our website regularly, scholarolli.com, for updates and announce-
ments.  

Thank you for your patience while we work from home with limited access 
to the mail, phones and Internet.  We are doing our best to return messages 
within 48 hours.

Questions? Visit www.scholarolli.com, Email us olli@csueastbay.edu or call (925) 
602-6776. We welcome all abilities and provide reasonable accommodations upon 
request.

Your membership supports OLLI 
programs. Members receive a dis-
count on fee-based courses designed 
specially for OLLI. Additional benefits 
include free lectures and invitations to 
members-only special events. 

Membership

q New                 q Renewing
One Year Membership
Individual $40.00
Couple $60.00
5 Year Discount Membership
Individual $150.00
Couple $200.00
Reg & member 
subtotal
add 10% Univeristy 
check handling fee.
TOTAL

Membership fees are non-refundable & 
non-transferable.

Course fees are non-refundable unless 
OLLI cancels. If OLLI cancels you may ei-
ther request a credit card refund, or donate 
the course fees back to OLLI.

q Check enclosed payable to 
 OLLI at Cal State East Bay
(Add 10% University check handling fee)
q Additional donation check 
 enclosed (see page 18)
q Please charge my
 q Mastercard
 q Visa 

Account number:
________- ________ - ________ - 
________

Expiration date____/____  
Security # ______
Name on card:
________________________________
Signature:
________________________________
Date: ____/____/____

      You may register online,by calling the office, or by completing and detaching this page and mailing it with your payment to            
OLLI at State East Bay   |   Concord Campus   |   4700 Ygnacio Valley Road   |   Concord, CA 94521 

  Note: Mail-in registrations are subject to delays up to 2-weeks, for faster registration please register online.
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OLLI AT CAL STATE EAST BAY
4700 YGNACIO VALLEY ROAD
CONCORD, CA 94521

    

S P R I N G / S U M M E R  2 0 2 1
COURSES AND LECTURES:  ONLINE

OSHER LIFELONG 
LEARNING INSTITUTE
At Cal State East Bay
The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute has been established 
at the Cal State East Bay’s Concord Campus through 
grants and an endowment from the Bernard Osher Founda-
tion and Cal State East Bay.  We offer an extensive array of 
intellectually stimulating courses, lectures and field trips in 
the sciences, social sciences, arts and humanities. There 
are no entrance requirements, no tests and no grades—it’s 
a love of learning with a vibrant community of like-minded 
mature students that is required.
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