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OSHER LIFELONG LEARNING INSTITUTE (OLLI)
OLLI at CAL STATE EAST BAY

4700 Ygnacio Valley Road
Concord, CA 94521

Concord Campus
olli@csueastbay.edu  (Email)

(925) 602-6776

Visit our website:

olli.csueastbay.edu 
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“I have no special talent. I am only passionately curious.” - 
Albert Einstein



Visit our website olli.csueastbay.edu

IMPORTANTIMPORTANT
NEWS AND UPDATESNEWS AND UPDATES

• In-person courses have limited registra-
tion availability. Be sure to sign up early – 
if a class is full email or call the office to be 
placed on the waitlist (925) 602-6776.

• Our monthly Wednesday lectures will 
remain online from 2:00-3:30pm

• Off-site lectures at Stoneridge Creek 
(SRC) remain Saturdays 10:30 –12:00

• Other class times are as noted

Please note our office hours are Monday 
through Thursday 9:30am - 3:30pm.  The 

office is closed Fridays as well as the 
following dates:

~~~~~

May 30th,  Memorial Day
July 4th, Independence Day
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*** Be sure to note if your course is scheduled 
to meet in-person or online. ***

Welcome to Olli at CSU EastBay’s Spring-
Summer Courses and Field Studies!

On behalf of our OLLI Board and Faculty, I 
am pleased to share another broad array of 
learning opportunities for your growth and 
development.  As usual, you will see 
lectures and courses in science, history, 
philosophy, religion, music, art and 
technology.  You may face my dilemma of 
“so many classes-too little time”.   No matter 
your constraints, there is something for each 
of us in this new program, brought to us 
from our able Curriculum Committee, 
headed by Carole Woods. 

This program was prepared by the amazing 
Kathy Cutting who has served as our OLLI 
Interim Director while we searched for a new 
Director.  She is now shifting back to her 
other University positions and we are so 
very thankful for her skillful and gracious 
support for us over many months.  And most 
exciting, we are very pleased to welcome 
our new Director, Cristen Newman, to our 
campus and to OLLI.   Cristen is a Concord 
resident who will bring her talent and 
experience to our community of learners 
starting April 18.  She will join us all as we 
begin to see each other in person and/or on 
Zoom. 

With this program, we will surely achieve our 
new goal- Stay Curious!

Keep learning everyday,

Bette B Felton, Chair

OLLI at CSU East Bay Advisory Board

Our Mission

Providing a learning environment for 
mature learners which fosters creativity, 
self-discovery and peer education.
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Day At A Glance Courses, Lectures & Events Location Weeks Start Date/Time Page

MON

21st Century Threats Live, Online 4 05/02 10:00 am 5

Migration Journey Films Live, Online 6 05/16 1:00 pm 6
Live, Online 3 07/11 1:00 am 9
Live, Online 5 08/01 10:00 pm 10

Short Story Live, Online 6 05/03 10:00 am  7

TUE

From Old Testament to New: The Rise of 
Christianity from the Ashes of the Temple Live, Online 5 05/03 10:00 am 5 

An Armchair Traveler Visits Saint Petersburg, the 
Cultural Capital of Russia Live, Online 3 05/24 1:00 pm 6 

Hot Coffee & Cold Cases: Forensic Sciences in
Crime Investigations.  An Introduction In person, Concord 3 05/31 1:00 pm 7 

Discovering Mt. Diablo’s Plants and Animals In-Person, Concord 4 06/07 10:00 am 7
Wendell Berry: Nature Poet and Farmer, Out on the 
Edge Live, Online 4 06/14 1:00 pm 8

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle: The Man, the Detective, and 
the Occult Live, Online 5 06/28 10:00 am 8

Three Rides on the Economic Roller Coaster Live, Online 4 07/12 1:00 pm 9
Deranged Democracy Part I: The Philosophical and 
Historical Roots of Our Crazy Politics Live, Online 5 08/02 10:00 am 10

Writing Critique Live, Online 5 08/09 10:30 am 11

WED

Public Education and American Democracy- From 
Past to Present Live, Online 1 05/11 2:00 pm 4

The History Wars: Debating The 1619 
Project and Critical Race Theory Live, Online 6 05/25 1:00 pm 6

19th Century Pianist/Composers: Liszt, Chopin & 
Schumann Live, Online 5 05/04 10:00 am 7

Plant Genomics: Saving the Nations Endangered 
Plants Live, Online 1 06/08 2:00 pm 4

Louis Armstrong:  The King of Jazz Live, Online 5 07/06 10:00 am 8
Korea Live, Online 1 07/13   2:00 pm 4
International Crime Fiction: Italian Sojourn Live, Online 4 08/10              10:00 am 11
I Wish I Knew How It Would Feel to Be Free: 
An Expansive View of the Modern Civil Rights 
Movement 

In Person, Concord 1 08/10 2:00 pm 4

Music by the Mountain In person, Concord 1 08/18 10:00 am 12

THU

The History of Money In Person, Concord 4 05/05 10:00 am 5
Looking to the Past to Find Buildings of the Future Live, Online 5 05/05 1:00 pm 5
Let the Muse In: Writing Your Way into Creativity Live, Online 3 06/09 1:00 pm 8 
Just My Imagination Live, Online 5 07/07 10:00 am 9
Your Mammal Brain: How to Make Peace With It In Person, Concord 4 07/07 1:00 pm 9
Medal Counts & Manifest Destiny: Team USA at the 
Olympics Live, Online 4 08/04 1:00 pm 10

Paint It Black Live, Online 3 08/11 10:00 am 11
SAT Watergate’s Forgotten Hero: Frank Wills, Night Watchman Live, Online 1 05/14 10:30 am 13

Espionage and Enslavement in the Revolution Live, Online 1 06/11 10:30 am 13

Magical Musical Moments in Non Musicals Live, Online 1 07/09 10:30 am 13

The Life and Works of Schumann Live, Online 1 08/13 10:30 am 13

The Schuyler Family: Dutch Dynasty On The Hudson

Fighting Faiths: The Crusades
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Public Education and American 
Democracy- From Past to Present
Wed. May 11   2:00 – 3:30
Johann Neem, Ph.D. History, University of Virginia
Free for OLLI members / $10 for non-members

Why do we have public schools? What do we want from 
them, and why do we seem to be losing faith in them? 
Once an innovative idea and a source of national pride, 
public education has since become a deeply polarizing 
topic. Using his personal story as an immigrant at-
tending America’s public schools, along with extensive 
historical research, historian Johann Neem explores the 
original purposes of public education in forging a nation. 
As Americans debate pressing matters of educa-tion, 
including school choice, racial justice, and funding, 
Neem asks us to step back, take stock, and understand 
public schools’ past so we can improve their future.    
(ONLINE)

Plant Genomics: Saving the Nation's 
Endangered Plants
Wed. June 8      2:00 – 3:30
Randy Davis,  M.S. Biology CSUEB, Board of Directors 
4M Genomics
Free for OLLI members / $10 for non-members

Increasing the number and types of plants is a 
fundamental part of balancing our effect on the 
environment. To support the re-greening of our nation 
and planet, the Green Biome Institute (GBI) at Cal State 
East Bay is preserving hard-to-reproduce endangered 
CA plants and profiling the genetics of rare species. 
This work supports preservation planning, research into 
plant medicinal, growth trait, and disease resistance, 
and the reallocation of our flora to preferred 
environments. We will discuss plant genetics and the 
current state of the art in genetic profiling. We will 
review details of today's techniques for safe genetic 
modifications and we will look at how genetics can help 
create more resilient, fast-growing plant life for the 
benefit of all.   (ONLINE)

Korea
Wed. July 13      2:00 – 3:30
Michael Baker, MD, Rear Admiral, USN (ret) 
Free for OLLI members / $10 for non-members

The Trump-Kim summit was declared a success by 
both sides, but talks collapsed and tensions between 
the US and North Korea continue to rise. North Korea is 
again launching ballistic missiles. Will erratic behavior 
and aggressive rhetoric and actions result in conflict?  
Dr. Baker will discuss the importance of the Koreas to 
their neighbors and world commerce. He will exam-
ine why North Korea acts in a belligerent fashion, and 
whether there is a credible threat to the security of the 
USA and its allies. US and allied options such as diplo-
macy, sanctions, and war will be explained, along with 
a way forward using constructive engagement.  North 
Korea is in the headlines.  Here’s a chance to get some 
informed insight into what’s going on behind the big 
print.   (ONLINE)

I Wish I Knew How It Would Feel to Be 
Free: An Expansive View of the Modern 
Civil Rights Movement

2:00 – 3:30Wed. August 10       
Meg Honey, M.A., U.S. History San Jose State Univ.
Free for OLLI members / $10 for non-members

Ms. Honey offers us a broad survey of sources and 
perspectives on the modern Civil Rights Movement.  It 
will include close looks at the legacies of such move-
ment leaders as Bayard Rustin, but also examine the 
unique role of swimming pools, the 1963 Birmingham 
Children’s Crusade, and the Black Panthers’  Commu-
nity Programs.  The movement was a complex mix of 
luminaries, ordinary people, stunning national events, 
and day-to-day grassroots struggles. This lecture will 
help us see the full range of the movement’s many 
elements. (IN PERSON, Event will not be recorded)

4
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COURSES

21st Century Threats
Mondays, May 2, 9, 16 & 23 10:00 - 12:00

$57 for OLLI members/  $85 non members

The list of this century’s threats is a formidable one.  It 
includes: biological warfare, pandemics, rising tides of 
nationalism, cyber war, the misuse of artificial intelli-
gence, displacing of workforces by robotics, and climate 
change.  Dr. Baker will take a look at many of these 
challenges and assess how well as individuals and 
families we are at preparing for them.  He will also offer 
a survey of dangerous hotspots around the world that 
could ignite global conflict.  The course concludes with 
a look at how future wars are likely to be fought.  Here’s 
a timely examination of the darker side of our evolving 
century.  ifOlliites stay curious, even  it's a scary topic. 
(ONLINE)

From Old Testament to New: 
The Rise of Christianity From the Ashes 
of the Temple
Tuesdays,  May 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31             10:00 – 12:00
David D. Meir-Levi, lecturer Archaeology Hebrew Uni-
versity, Jerusalem & Tel Aviv University
$70 for OLLI members/ $105 for non-members

Meir-Levi offers a survey of earliest Christianity, from 
the fall of the First Temple (586 BCE) to the pilgrim-
ages of Paul (first century CE).  To tell the story, he’ll 
use  archaeology evidence, the Dead Sea Scrolls, Nag 
Hamadi papyri, and other literary sources.  This com-
plex tale begins with a Jewish religious revival from the 
Temple’s ashes, moves to Rabbinic Judaism,  and then 
to the evolution of Christianity from a particular Jewish 
messianic sect.  It pays to know the roots of things.  Let 
OLLI and Meir-Levi help you understand what lay in the 
deep soil from which the Christian faith grew. (ONLINE)

The History of Money
Thursdays, May 5,12,19 & 26 10:00 – 12:00
Fred Fuld III, Lecturer, College of Business & 
Economics CSUEB
$57 for OLLI members/ $85 for non-members      
Money: where did it come from, what is it good for?  
Money forms the foundation of the world’s financial 
systems and is the pulse that keeps the economies of 
all countries running.  Mr. Fuld will take us back to the 
origins of money and to its many past forms.  In the 
early days of Mesopotamia, commodities were 
bartered.  In other places cowrie shells bought goods 
and services.  His survey of this vital and, it seems, 
indispensable way of organizing human societies will 
bring us right up to our present day dollars, EUROs, 
rubles and the like, including  the fast emerging 
cryptocurrencies.  Join us for an insightful look at 
what’s in your wallet.  
(IN PERSON - Event will not be recorded)

Looking to the Past to Find Buildings 
of the Future
Thurs. May 5, 12, 19, 26 & June 2            1:00-3:00pm 
Dmitriy Kazakov, M. Arch, Rostov-on-Don, Russia, CEO 
Kazakov Design
$70 for OLLI members/ $105 for non-members

Finding energy efficient building design and construc-
tion tactics have challenged humankind throughout 
history.  Past structures were often built fully energy 
independent and climate compatible.  That’s not often 
the case today.  In searching for answers regarding 
how we might do better, a survey of select architectural 
projects from both past and present can be useful.  
That’s what this course offers.  Mr. Kazakov gives us 
informed looks at Indraprastha in New Delhi, India, built 
around 2,500 BCE; Mohenjo-Daro in Sindh, Pakistan, 
also from about 2,500 BCE; Peterhof Palace and 
fountains in St. Petersburg, Russia, built between 1714 
and 1756; and Burj Khalifa in Dubai, the United Arab 
Emirates, built in 2010.  Here’s a fascinating look at 
ingenious architects, working to solve the problem of 
balancing energy use and construction throughout the 
ages.  The challenge continues.  What’s being built in 
your neighborhood?  
(ONLINE)

Michael Baker, M.D., Rear Admiral, USN (ret)
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COURSES

Migration Journey Films
Mon, May 16, 23*, June 6, 13, 20 & 27  1:00-3:00
Dennis Rothermel, Ph.D. Philosophy,  Professor 
Emeritus, CSU Chico 
$85 OLLI members/$127 for non-members

Unauthorized migration to a foreign land entails 
a journey fraught with anxiety, danger, suffering, 
and loss – and no promise of deliverance. Migra-
tion journey films can be compelling but grim; the 
stories honest about the dire perils of migration 
yet told with grace and humanism. We’ll study a 
classic American film about regional migration, 
The Grapes of Wrath, and then five recent films 
about migration from Central to North America 
or from Africa or Asia to Europe, and one about 
escape from Europe during the Nazi era. Partici-
pants will gain from directed close reading of the 
individual films an understanding of how filmmak-
ers can tell these very difficult stories with drama 
and empathy. The assigned films are available 
for streaming online for modest charges.  
(ONLINE - *no class May 30) 

An Armchair Traveler Visits Saint 
Petersburg, the Cultural Capital of 
Russia
Tuesdays May 24 & 31 & June 7    1:00-3:00pm 
Asya M. Pereltsvaig, Ph.D., McGill University, 
B.A., Hebrew University of Jerusalem. Stanford
Univer-sity, Department of Linguistics

$42 for OLLI members/ $64 for non-members

Saint Petersburg is Russia’s cultural capital and 
the instructor’s hometown. It also served as 
Russia’s political capital for two centuries.  From 
the reforms of Peter the Great to the Bolshevik 
Revolution and the tragic Siege of Leningrad, the 
most important dramas of Russia’s history played 
out on the city’s stage. Saint Petersburg has also 
served as a gateway to and from Europe. Splen-
did palaces and cathedrals make Saint Peters-
burg a veritable open-air museum, and indoor 

museums such as the Hermitage boast some of 
the world’s best art collections. The city’s numer-
ous rivers and canals with their gorgeous bridges 
earned it the nickname “Venice of the North”—but 
Venice lacks Saint Petersburg’s “White nights,” 
when the sun barely sets, turning bridges, stat-
ues, and wrought-iron lattice work into magical 
silhouettes. Join OLLI and  Dr.Pereltsvaig for an 
exploration of this magnificent city and an 
understanding of its historical significance.
 (ONLINE)

The History Wars: Debating The 
1619 Project and CRT
Wed. May 25,June 1,*15, 22, 29 July 6 1:00-3:00
Richard Bell, Ph.D., Harvard University; B.A., 
University of Cambridge, Professor of History at 
University Maryland, College Park

$85 for OLLI members/ $127 for non-members

By now, it seems everyone has an opinion about 
The 1619 Project. Legislators in many states 
have since passed laws to ban it from school 
curriculums, along with the teaching of Critical 
Race Theory—or CRT. In this six-part course, 
University of Maryland historian Richard Bell will 
take us back to basics. We’ll push past the 
headlines and talk candidly about what The 1619 
Project says and doesn’t say, and what CRT 
means for the teaching of American history. To 
do so, we will get as close as we can to the 
subjects—like the American Revolution, the 
Constitution, Abraham Lincoln, and 
Reconstruction—around which so many of these 
debates have swirled.  Here’s a debate that 
does indeed need getting back to basics. OLLI 
and Professor Bell will deliver it.  
(ONLINE - * no class June 8)
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COURSES

Hot Coffee & Cold Cases: Forensic 
Sciences in Crime Investigations.  
An Introduction
Tuesdays May 31, June 7 & 14        1:00-3:00pm
Michelle Rippy, Ed.D. USC, M.F.S. National 
University

$42 for OLLI members/ $64 for non-members
If you’re interested in figuring out who-dun-it in 
fictional prime-time television, here’s the course 
for you.  Sign up for Hot Coffee & Cold Cases to 
get some foundational knowledge on how foren-
sic science really does go about helping to solve 
criminal cases. Ms. Rippy will examine cases 
pulled from the headlines and use them to help 
you hone your own investigative skills. This in-
volves looking at laws on the books, crime scene 
tape, fingerprints, DNA samples, and even  genet-
ic genealogy.  All this in pursuit of getting insight 
into how criminal investigations proceed these 
days, from start to finish.  Prepare yourself for 
immersion in a mini-lab where you are the leading 
investigator.  Now there’s a challenge, OLLI-ites!  
(IN PERSON - Event will not be recorded)

19th Century Pianist/Composers: 
Liszt, Chopin & Schumann

Wed. May 4, 11, 18, 25 & June 1        10:00-12:00
John Kendall Bailey,  music director, conductor, 
chorus master
$70 for OLLI members/ $105 for non-members
Conductor Bailey will guide us through a detailed 
look into the lives and music of three of the most 
famous composers of the mid-19th century.  He’ll 
start with Liszt’s journey from rockstar popular-
ity to religious solitude. Then it’s on to Chopin’s 
tempestuous affair with George Sand and a sharp 
focus on the Polish composer’s piano works.  He’ll 
conclude his survey of the trio with examination of 
Schumann’s mental disorders, romance with 
Clara Wieck, and a look at the inspirations for 
some of his masterpieces. A JKB course without 
music to accompany the stories?  Not likely.  
Come learn, listen, and enjoy.  The trio is ready to 
perform, and so is JKB.  (ONLINE)

The Short Story
Tuesdays May 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31  10:00-12:00

Marianna Matthews, M.A., English CSUEB
$70 for OLLI members/ $105 for non-members

Love to read, but tired or overwhelmed by book 
club obligations? In The Short Story course, we 
will read and discuss one short story per week 
via Zoom in our virtual class meetings. Ms. 
Matthews will provide short informational lectures 
on literary elements: setting, character, conflict, 
symbolism, and themes. To enhance discussions, 
she’ll also provide some background information 
about authors and the story’s social context. 
Handouts, including story schedule, author 
biographies, and potential discussion questions 
will be available prior to our first class meeting. 
Stories will be selected from The Oxford Book of 
American Short Stories 2nd Ed., edited by Joyce 
Carol Oates (ONLINE)

Discovering Mt. Diablo’s Plants and 
Animals
Tuesdays June 7, 14, 21 & 28* 10:00-12:00

  *June 28 evening field trip 6:30pm to Mitchell Canyon

Michael Marchiano, B.A. History St. Mary’s Col-
lege, naturalist, photographer, lecturer
$57 for OLLI members/ $85 for non-members
Mount Diablo, an island in the middle of suburbia, 
is the geographic centerpiece of Contra Costa 
County.  Local naturalist Michael Marchiano of-
fers us an introduction to the amazing diversity 
of plant and animal life that inhabit its beautiful 
and sprawling terrain.  He’ll present three lecture 
sessions, complete with photos, of many of the 
common and some less known species that grace 
this expanse and discuss the interrelationships 
between these unique organisms. The fourth 
session will be a two-hour evening nature walk 
in Mitchell Canyon, exploring and identifying the 
plants and animals discussed in class.  It’s time to 
get to know this local treasure better.  Here’s the 
course to do it. (IN PERSON-Event will not be 
recorded)
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COURSES

Let the Muse In: Writing Your Way into 
Creativity
Thursdays June 9, 16 & 23 1:00 - 3:00pm
Marcia Taylor Smith, Writer, Curator
$42 for OLLI members/ $64 for non-members 

This class for beginning creative writers provides an in-
spiring place to explore poetry and prose writing, includ-
ing memoirs, in a fun and supportive manner. Various 
writing prompts will be provided, and so too will time to 
write and to share your work, if you wish. A reading of 
one or two great works will be offered at the beginning of 
each class to get the creative juices flowing.  Smith and 
OLLI offer you a nurturing space for your first efforts to 
put yourself creatively on paper.   (ONLINE)

Wendell Berry: Nature Poet and Farmer, 
Out on the Edge
Tuesdays June 14, 21, 28 & July 5          1:00 - 3:00pm 
Laura Bernell, M.A. Literature, Santa Clara University
$57 for OLLI members/ $85 for non-members
Wendell Berry was an ecological poet, radical farmer, 
and prescient environmentalist.  His poetry and prose 
ranges from sublimely meditative to the urging of radical 
activism.  Ms.Bernell offers us carefully curated poems 
and prose selections from this remarkable writer/farm-
er’s works, writings that might teach us how arable land 
and nature are linked, and about how land can be pro-
ductively used without losing its basic links to the broad-
er biosphere.  You might think art and farming make an 
odd mix.  Allow Ms. Bernell and OLLI to show you how 
well they can co-mingle.  Wendell Berry’s work proves 
it, and he adds engaging radical spice to the blend.   
(ONLINE)

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle: The Man, 
the Detective, and the Occult 
Tuesdays June 28, July 5, 12, 19 & 26      10:00 -12:00
Sue Fox, Ph.D., English literature, UCD, M.A., Cal State 
East Bay
$70 for OLLI members/ $105 for non-members
A medical doctor; an early vaccine advocate and author of 
numerous scientific essays; a prolific novelist and story-
teller; a fierce proponent of the paranormal; and the creator 
of probably the most famous sleuth of all time—such was 
the incomparable Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. We will review 
several of Doyle’s famous Sherlock Holmes stories in the 
course and also examine some of his other writings.  A 
look at The Hound of the Baskervilles will end the course. 
Both rationalist and spiritualist, Doyle has been justifiably 
termed “a bundle of contradictions.” Let’s become sleuths 
ourselves and search for the man.  Join us, and enjoy a 
romp through Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s “storied” days in 
Victorian Britain. 
(ONLINE)

Louis Armstrong:  The King of Jazz
Wednesdays July 6,13, 20, 27,  Aug 3        10:00 -12:00
Robert Joyce, M.A. Education, B.A. Music Education 
Augustana University
$70 for OLLI members/ $105 for non-members

Louis Armstrong rose to international fame in the 1920’s 
and became one of America’s most beloved entertainers.   
Mr. Joyce will describe how the man they called “Pops” 
conquered New Orleans, Chicago and New York with his 
trumpet, voice and genuine love of music.  Along the 
way, we will investigate his musical friendships with Bix 
Beiderbecke, Duke Ellington and many others. The course 
will feature video clips, audio samples, and stories about 
Armstrong’s personal life from those who knew him well.  
He was one of the greatest musical figures of the 20th 
Century.     Let OLLI and Mr. Joyce show you how  Louis 
Armstrong changed American popular music forever.
(ONLINE)
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COURSES
Just My Imagination: Stoking Creativity
Thursdays July 7, 14, 21, 28, Aug 4           10:00 - 12:00 
Jannie Dresser, MFA, English and Creative Writing, Mills 
College
$70 for OLLI members/ $105 for non-members
Through creative writing and collage, we will explore and 
expand our imaginative powers and review the insights of 
philosophers and scientists about the creative process. 
What is this thing called “imagination”?  What is the rela-
tionship between expression and our need to connect to 
others?  Who are your models of imaginative vision?  Ms. 
Dresser offers us a fun, interactive class about  building 
new brain cells and, very likely, making some art of your 
own.  Don’t miss it!   
(ONLINE)

Your Mammal Brain: 
How to Make Peace With It

1:00 - 3:00Thursdays July 7,14, 21 & 28
Loretta Breuning, Ph.D. Professor Emerita 
of Management, CSUEB
$57 for OLLI members/ $85 for non-members.
The brain chemicals that make us feel good are inher-
ited from earlier animals and controlled by a limbic brain 
that all mammals have in common. Your mammal brain 
rewards you with a chemical that feels good when you 
see a way to promote your survival. We don’t think this 
with our verbal brain.  We simply “know” it at a non-verbal 
level and feel it chemically.  It makes sense to be aware 
of all this, and to thus get a better handle on our ups and 
downs.  That’s what  Professor Breuning offers in this 
course.  Join her and OLLI to help get our deep mam-
malian natures at peace with our busy, ever questioning 
minds. (IN PERSON - Event will not be recorded)

1:00-3:00 

The Schuyler Family:  Dutch Dynasty On 
The Hudson
Mondays July 11,18 & 25
Susan McGough, M.A. American Studies, U of Hawaii
$42 for OLLI members/ $64 for non-members

We know a bit about Eliza, Angelica, and Peggy, the 
Schuyler sisters, from the musical Hamilton, but what 
happened to them? Their parents were both members of 
prominent Dutch American families. Their father was a 
General in the American Revolution and later a Senator. 
Their mother, a Van Rensselaer, managed a large house-
hold and had fifteen children. The eldest sister married 
an Englishman. The second born lived long after her 
husband’s death and founded an orphanage. The third 
married the tenth richest man in American history. Ms. 
McGough offers us a closer look at the Schuyler Family 
and their roots in the little known colony of the New 
Netherlands.  Here’s an opportunity to round out your 
understanding of life and family culture in the colonial and 
early national years of our country.  The Schulyer’s are 
fascinating company.  Come, get to know them.
(ONLINE)

Three Rides on the Economic 
Roller Coaster
Tuesdays July 12,19, 26, August 2 1:00 - 3:00
John Gruenstein, Ph.D,, Economics, University of 
Pennsylvania
$57 for OLLI members/ $85 for non-members

Business cycles are like an economic roller coaster. 
Three of the biggest cycles over the past 100 years were 
the Great Depression of the 1930s, the Great Recession 
of 2007-2009, and the current Pandemic Recession. Dr. 
Gruenstein will discuss how lessons learned from the 
earlier events have enabled the U.S. to fare better this 
time with jobs and production.  We’ll also explore current 
challenges like inflation, supply chains, and inequality.  
Perhaps OLLI and Dr. Gruenstein can help us know what 
the coaster ride ahead is like. That’s worth a close look.   
(ONLINE)

9



Visit our website olli.csueastbay.edu

COURSES  

Fighting Faiths: The Crusades
Mondays, August 1,8,15, 22, 29    10:00 - 12:00
Kevin Dincher, M.A. Philosophy and Psychology, 
Master of Divinity
$70 for OLLI members/ $105 for non-members

In 1095 the Byzantine Emperor appealed to the 
Pope for mercenaries to support his fight with 
the Muslim Turks, who had reduced the once 
expansive empire to just Greece and coastal 
Turkey.  And it now threatened the capital of 
Constantinople.  Pope Urban II delivered a 
sermon calling Europeans to a “military pilgrim-
age.” Tens of thousands of nobles, knights, and 
soldiers responded and so did untrained peas-
ants—men, women and children, initiating a 
crusading era that lasted nearly two centuries.  
In modern times, it is generally thought that the 
Crusades were not a good idea, and facts about 
them regarding their causes and consequences 
as opposed to myths and legends are not well 
known.  Allow OLLI and Mr. Dincher to round out 
the picture of these remarkable forays.  The 
Crusades are worth a closer look.
(ONLINE)

Deranged Democracy Part I: The 
Philosophical and Historical Roots 
of Our Crazy Politics
Tues, August 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30       10:00 - 12:00
David Peritz, Ph.D. Politics, Oxford University
$70 for OLLI members/$105 for non-members

Democracy seems to rely on the rationality 
of the citizens whose votes form and guide 
governments, but how then to explain or cope 
with the growing irrationality of contemporary 
politics?  Why did democratic philosophers and 
revolutionaries place such faith in the people 
when modern democracy took shape?  This is a 
two-part course.  In the first part, Dr. Peritz will 
survey political and philosophical history to try 
to help us understand the Age of the Enlighten-
ment’s faith in human reason and goodness, the 
political experiments rooted in these views, and 
reactions to them. With this historical perspec-
tive in place, he will turn, in part two (this Fall) to 

recent research in cognitive science and philos-
ophy that make it hard to sustain these demo-
cratic Enlightenment views.  And that leads to a 
provocative question: Given the recent demotion 
of reason in our understanding of human nature, 
can modern democracy maintain its claims to 
legitimacy or be reformed to do so?  Hard ques-
tions, OLLI learners.  Tap into Dr. Peritz’s two-
part course to see if you can find some 
answers.  Optimists and pessimists are both 
welcome to enroll.  (ONLINE)

Medal Counts & Manifest Destiny: 
Team USA at the Olympics
Thursdays, August 4, 11, 18 & 25            1:00 - 3:00
Maria Kaj, MBA University of Chicago, Author
$57 for OLLI members/$85 for non-members

Since 1896, American Olympic athletes have 
dazzled the world.  But it’s not all about sport.  
The subtext of their performances has been, for 
example, validating capitalism or democracy, 
sometimes as critics have noted, to boorish ex-
tremes.  Ms. Kaj will explore these other agen-
das, starting with how an upstart nation sought 
a foothold with Europeans in the sporting world 
and to prove itself as a world power.  She’ll look 
at how Olympians like Jesse Owens and Bob 
Mathias acted as proxy soldiers for America  in 
tense international moments.  And she’ll chart 
the movement of protests onto the Olympic 
stage, from the Black Power Salute to Joyner-
Kersee’s “red toenails.” The games continue to 
evolve, influenced by economics and our con-
flicting needs to prove American superiority and 
yet strive for equality.  Join the OLLI team as 
we seek to understand how the Olympic Games 
future and our national future will, as always, be 
linked. (ONLINE)
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COURSES 

Writing Critique
Tues,Aug 9,16, 23, 30, Sept 6 10:30-12:30pm*
Aline Soules, M.A. in English, M.F.A. Creative 
Writing, M.S.L.S, librarian, Cal State East Bay
$70 for OLLI members/$105 for non-members

In a safe and welcoming environment, the Writ-
ing Critique class provides participants with an 
opportunity to give and receive feedback on 
their written work in multiple forms -- fiction, 
non-fiction, memoir, short story and poetry. 
Writers share short pieces they’ve written in 
advance of class and receive feedback and 
comments to help improve their work in revi-
sion.  Critiques include elements of craft as 
they arise in the course of discussion. 
Participants should be prepared to work before 
and between classes, reading others’ 
submissions, preparing critiques, and writing 
their own work for submission. 
(ONLINE *note the time)

International Crime Fiction: 
Italian Sojourn
Wed., August 10,17, 24 & 31        10:00-12:00
Robert Weibezahl, M.A., writer, editor, critic, 
columnist for BookPage
$57 for OLLI members/$85 for non-members

It’s time to “travel” to Italy with some perfect 
summer reading.  From the sun-soaked beach-
es of Sicily to the romantic canals of Venice, 
explore two classic mysteries and the land-
scapes that inspired them: Donna Leon’s 
Death at La Fenice and Andrea Camilleri’s The 
Shape of Water.  You’ll read the books prior to 
class meetings, then we’ll immerse ourselves 
in the pleasures of these diverting narratives 
and reflect on how fiction can take us deep 
into other cultures.  An added treat is 
comparing how two internationally bestselling 
authors, one Italian and one American, go 
about probing aspects of Italian life, history, 
culture, and, of course, crime. (ONLINE)

Paint It Black
Thurs., August 11,18, & 25           10:00-12:00
Charlie Goldberg, docent SFMOMA, MOAD
$42 for OLLI members/$64 for non-members

Most of us, if asked, could name 10 
Impressionist artists without too much trouble 
but I bet many of us would be hard-pressed to 
name 10 Black artists, either American or 
from the rest of the African diaspora. This 
course will look at early depictions of Blacks in 
Western art, examine some of the earliest 
Black American artists, and continue to the 
present day. We'll look at the Great Migration 
and what role it had on the Harlem 
Renaissance. We'll look at lesser-known but 
equally important roles of the Harmon 
Foundation, and the Chicago Institute of Art 
and the roles they both played in promoting 
Black art and artists. Join in on the fun as we 
enjoy looking at and discussing a lot of great 
images.
(ONLINE)
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Music by the Mountain
10:00-11:30Thursday August 18

John Kendall Bailey, composer, music director, 
conductor, chorus master
Free Members Only event

MEMBERS ONLY EVENT

With Mt. Diablo as a grand backdrop, Mr. Bailey will 
take us on a musical journey that explores music 
inspired by mountains and the outdoors. Dawn, and 
the morning that follows, has inspired composers from 
Haydn to Elgar, Ravel, Grieg, and more, to try to 
capture the beauty of the beginning of the day. 
Starting in the 1700s, it became popular to perform 
music written to be played outside, like cassations and 
serenades, and many recent composers like 
Messiaen and John Luther Adams have continued to 
write outdoor works. And when it comes to inspiration 
of mountains, Richard Strauss' Alpine Symphony 
leads the pack, including composers who have even 
written works inspired by our own Mt. Diablo. Come 
enjoy the benefits of membership with your fellow 
OLLI members.  Take in the fresh air, the view and 
some refreshments all in concert with captivating 
music as only JKB can do!
(IN PERSON, Outdoors on the Concord Campus)
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LECTURES – Off Site, Stoneridge Creek (SRC)
Look for email communications regarding current Covid 19 protocols 
to be sent the week prior to any in person lecture or course. 
Be sure to note if your lecture meets in-person or online.

Watergate’s Forgotten Hero: 
Frank Wills, Night Watchman
Saturday May 14 10:30 - 12:00
Adam Henig, Author, Lecturer

Free for OLLI members and Stoneridge Creek 
residents/$10 for non-members 

Nearly everyone who played a significant role in 
the Watergate saga has been scrutinized except 
one key participant: night watchman Frank Wills.  
On the morning of June 17, 1972, in 
Washington D.C, Wills, a twenty-four-year-old 
security guard, was on duty at the Watergate 
Office Building when he detected a break-in and 
reported it to the police. The botched burglary 
ignited a national political scandal, resulting in 
the resignation of President Richard Nixon. The 
only African American identified with the Water-
gate affair, Frank Wills enjoyed a brief moment 
in the limelight, but was unable to cope with his 
newfound fame, living the remainder of his life in 
obscurity and poverty. Mr. Henig and OLLI will 
help you rediscover the role this night watchman 
played in our country’s history.  
(ONLINE - In person for SRC residents)

Espionage and Enslavement in the 
Revolution
Saturday June 11 10:30 - 12:00
Claire Bellerjeau, Dir Ed Raynham Hall Museum

Free for OLLI members and Stoneridge Creek 
residents/$10 for non-members

Ms. Bellerjeau and OLLI introduce you to a new 
player in the founding of our nation.  Her name 
is Elizabeth, or Liss, a slave in bondage to the 
Townsend family of New York. Her son Robert 
became George Washington’s spy in 
Manhattan during the Revolutionary War.  Her 
leaving New York when the British withdrew, her 
subsequent re-enslavement, and her struggle 
for freedom gives us new insight into the 
country’s founding years.  Liss and her son 
Robert crossed paths with such Revolutionary 
era figures as Benjamin Franklin, Alexander 
Hamilton, John Jay, Benedict Arnold, John 
Adams, and many others.  Join us for a look at 
the nation’s founding from a new and unique 
perspective.  (ONLINE)

Magical Musical Moments in 
Non Musicals
Saturday July 9 10:30-12:00 
Sam and Candy Caponegro, subject matter 
experts Movie Musicals and Broadway Musicals

Free for OLLI members and Stoneridge Creek 
residents/$10 for non-members 

Bursting into song and dance does not only 
occur in musicals.  Stephen Splelberg’s non-
musical films, 1941 and Indiana Jones and the 
Temple of Doom, for example, include 
spectacular musical numbers.  We will watch 
and discuss songs from non-musical film noir 
mysteries and Mel Brooks comedies.  Add 
musical numbers from Groucho Marx movies 
and even the Bud Abbot and Lou Costello films.  
Want to watch Clark Gable as a hoofer?  Come 
along with the Campnegros and enjoy the fun!
(ONLINE)

Schumann
10:30 – 12:00Saturday August 13 

John Kendall Bailey, composer, conductor

Free for OLLI members and Stoneridge 
Creek residents/$10 for non-members 

Robert Schumann was the epitome of the 
true Romantic musician. He wrote 
passionate, poetic, overly emotional and 
dramatic music that conveys moods and 
captures scenic imagery. And his dramatic life 
mirrored the same elements found in his 
music: a hand injury kept him from becoming 
a concert pianist; he fell in love with the 
daughter of his teacher, who vehemently 
disapproved of their relationship; his love for 
Clara inspired him to write over 130 songs in 
one year and he encoded her name in many 
of his compositions; he suffered from mental 
disorders that led him to attempt suicide and 
spend his last years in an asylum; he died 
tragically young at age 46. 

(ONLINE -In-person for SRC residents)
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IN-PERSON AND ONLINE PROCEDURES 
Pre-registration is required for ALL Concord Campus courses. 

Drop-in, same day registrations will NOT be accepted. A parking permit is NOT required 
for OLLI courses at the Concord campus. Please use the Staff/Faculty lot ONLY.

  

IN PERSON

OLLI at Cal State East Bay is committed to 
safeguarding the health and well-being of our 
members, participants, staff, instructors, and the 
communities we serve. We will advise our partici-
pants of any protocols required to conduct in per-
son classes as the time approaches.

LIVE, ONLINE

Zoom links are sent two (2) business days before 
the start of lectures and courses. 

Please make sure you have given the OLLI office 
your current email address, and check your spam/
junk folder if you cannot find your link.

Multi-week courses will use the same Zoom link 
each week.

Zoom recommends using headphones and your 
device volume settings to improve your online 
listening experience.

RECORDINGS

• Recordings that instructors post to YouTube 
allow you to use the view “full screen” and 
Closed Captioning (CC) features

• Zoom recommends using headphones and 
your device volume settings to improve your 
online listening experience

• Zoom recordings give you the ability to watch 
on-demand, pause, and they include an audio 
transcript but they are only available for a 
limited time after the course ends 

Please check your email & our website 
regularly for updates.  
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FUNDRAISING 
Smile.Amazon.com

Thank you for your support!
You know that OLLI stands for the Osher Lifelong 
Learning Institute. What you may not know is that 
annually, the Osher Foundation endows our OLLI 
program with only 50% of our operating costs. 

In return, they stipulate that we need at least 1,000 
members as an indication of community support.

Please become an OLLI member. 

As a member you will enjoy:
• Online support
• Reduced rates on courses
• Free monthly lectures
• Members-only events and courses
• Free Concord campus parking

If you are currently a member, the Board 
encourages you to renew your membership 
annually and tell your friends, neighbors, and 
relatives about the OLLI program, especially 
now that we are online – our content knows 
no borders!

Thank you for supporting OLLI at Cal State East 
Bay, and for helping us to maintain our membership 
goal.

Please note that the office is closed  
Fridays as well as the following dates:

~~~~~

May 30, Memorial Day
July 4, Independence Day

Ways to give to OLLI 

• Direct donation
• Required minimum distribution (RMD)
• Donate in honor or appreciation of someone 

or to mark a special occasion or milestone
• Donate back canceled course fees, or use 

the money to take a different course in the 
same term

• Shop through AmazonSmile*

*Did you know you can help keep OLLI strong and 
financially secure, and it won’t cost you a penny?  
We’re simply asking you to do the things you al-
ready do every day. Register for AmazonSmile 
before you do your online shopping.

It’s easy and automatic.

Sounds crazy, right? But it’s true! We call it “Free 
Money” because it’s like finding free money for 
OLLI.

Smile.amazon.com 
 OLLI at Cal State East Bay

You can support OLLI at Cal State East Bay by 
having Amazon donate a portion of your purchase 
to OLLI — at no additional cost to you. Creating an 
Amazon Smile account is as easy as 1, 2, 3 !

1. Visit smile.amazon.com
2. Sign in to your normal Amazon account—
3. You will be taken to a charity selection page
Select - Cal State East Bay Educational Foundation

Already using Amazon Smile for an organiza-
tion, but want to begin supporting OLLI? 
Here’s how:

1. Visit smile.amazon.com and sign in
2. Under the search bar you will see the words
“Supporting: [your selected organization].” Scroll
over this and select “Change your Charity.”
3. Select - Cal State East Bay Educational Foun-
dation - (OLLI) and enjoy shopping and supporting
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Pre-registration is required for all courses. Registration 
closes two days before classes start. 

Same day or drop in registrations will NOT be accepted.
For faster registration & to guarantee your space 

please register online at olli.csueastbay.edu 
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Student #1 Name ____________________________________________

Student #2 Name ____________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________

City ____________________ State _________ ZIP ________________

Phone __________________ Email ____________________________

q I would like to receive the OLLI at CSUEB electronic newsletter

Please list the program title, location, which student, and appropriate payment

Program Title Location X Number
attending

Member 
Price

Non-OLLI
Price

Online registration: www.olli.csueastbay.edu

Membership renewal - ?
Subtotal
FOR CHECKS, Add -- 10% University check handling fee
TOTAL

• Questions? Visit our website 24/7 olli.csueastbay.edu, Email
us olli@csueastbay.edu or Call (925) 602-6776

• Office hours are Monday – Thursday  9:30-3:30

• The Concord campus and OLLI offices are closed on Fridays
and University holidays.

We welcome all abilities and work with the Universty accessibilty team to  provide 
reasonable accommodations and resources. Call us, we are happy to assist you.

.

Your membership supports OLLI 
programs and improvements. 
Members receive a discount on fee-
based courses. Additional benefits 
include: free lectures, invitations to 
members-only special events and free 
parking.

Membership
q New q Renewing

One Year Membership
Individual $40.00
Couple $60.00
5 Year Discount Membership
Individual $150.00
Couple $200.00
Reg & member 
subtotal
add 10% Univeristy 
check handling fee.
TOTAL

• Membership fees are non-refund-
able & non-transferable

• Course fees are non-refundable un-
less OLLI cancels. If OLLI cancels
you may either request a credit card
refund, take another course, or
donate the course fees back to OLLI

q Check enclosed payable to
OLLI at Cal State East Bay*

(*Add 10% University check handling 
fee)

q Additional donation check
enclosed (see page 15)

q Please charge my
q Mastercard
q Visa

Account number: _______- ________ - 
________ - ________
Expiration date____/____  (MM/YYYY)
Security # ______
Name on card:
________________________________
Signature:
________________________________
Date: ____/____/____

Pre-registration is required for all courses.  Registration closes two business days before classes start.
 Same day, drop-In registrations will NOT be accepted.  



OLLI AT CAL STATE EAST BAY
4700 YGNACIO VALLEY ROAD
CONCORD, CA 94521

S P R I N G / S U M M E R  2 0 2 2
COURSES AND LECTURES:  IN-PERSON & ONLINE

OSHER LIFELONG 
LEARNING INSTITUTE
At Cal State East Bay
The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute has been established 
at the Cal State East Bay’s Concord Campus through 
grants and an endowment from the Bernard Osher Founda-
tion and Cal State East Bay.  We offer an extensive array of 
intellectually stimulating courses, lectures and field trips in 
the sciences, social sciences, arts and humanities. There 
are no entrance requirements, no tests and no grades—it’s 
a love of learning with a vibrant community of like-minded 
mature students that is required.
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MEMBERS-ONLY 
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ONLINE LEARNING 
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Writing Critique
Tues., Jan. 11, 18, 25, Feb.1, & 8    10:30 – 12:30*
Aline Soules, M.A. in English, M.F.A. Creative Writ-
ing, M.S.L.S, librarian, Cal State East Bay
$70 for OLLI members/ $105 for non-members

In a safe welcoming environment, the Writing Cri-
tique class provides participants with an opportunity 
to give and receive feedback on their written work 
in multiple forms -- fiction, non-fiction, memoir, short 
story, and poetry. Writers share short pieces they’ve 
written in advance of class and receive feedback 
and comments to help improve their work in revi-
sion. Critiques include elements of craft as they 
arise in the course of discussion. Participants should 
be prepared to work before and between classes, 
reading others’ submissions and preparing critiques, 
and writing their own work for submission.  (ON-
LINE)

Even though we’re apart, 
OLLI keeps us together.

M.A.I.D.: Cases For and Against
Tues. March 1, 8, 15, 22, & 29. 1:00 – 3:00
Martin Benjamin, Ph.D., Professor Emeritus of Phi-
losophy, Michigan State University
$70 for OLLI members/ $105 for non-members

Here’s a class which will examine an issue both sensi-
tive and important: medical assistance in dying, or 
M.A.I.D.  Professor Benjamin offers insights on this 
crucial topic, including ones found in Katie Engelhar’s 
The Inevitable:Dispatches on the Right to Die, the 
writing of Bioethicist Paul Menzel, and on information 
from The Completed Life website.  What’s legal under 
California’s “End of Life Option Act” will be explored, 
and how countries like Belgium, the Netherlands, and 
Switzerland are dealing with such cases will also be 
discussed.  Given the emotional as well as the medi-
cal, philosophical, and legal issues the topic involves, 
the course will be given in person.  A tough subject, 
OLLIites, but one worth our close attention.  (In Per-
son, Concord)

IN-PERSON COURSES, CONCORD
Pre-registration is required for in-person courses. Drop-in, same day registrations 
will NOT be accepted. Parking permit is NOT required for OLLI courses at the 
Concord campus. Please use the Staff/Faculty lot ONLY.




